B-3298

B-3287 - B-3298 1845-1900
1044-1000 S. Charles St. (West side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private and semi-public access

The houses that were originally built along this side of S. Charles St. in
the late 1840's were built either as two story plus attic, two bay wide brick
houses, or three story, two bay wide brick houses, both with gable roofs. Most
served a combination residential/commercial function. A number of these original
houses have survived in close to their original exterior form, but many were
remodeled after the Civil War and now have shed roofs and bracketed cornices.
1026 S. Charles St. is particularly noteworthy for its surviving Victorian-style
shopfront with cast iron corner columns. The original group of gable-roofed houses
that stood at 1000-1010 S. Charles St. was replaced in 1900 by a large three story,
five bay wide,brown brick department store with Classical Revival details (Wessel's
Department store) which now serves as a supermarket.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story, five bay brick building was originally built as a department
store and now serves as a local supermarket. The arrangement of the upper floors
remains relatively intact but the first floor area has been modernized and remodeled
to serve as a grocery store.

The building is three stories in height, about 89' wide, and occupies a lot 125'
deep. The facade along S. Charles St. is divided into five wide, decorative bays;
along Hamburg St. the building extends back six normal bays. The building is
constructed in running bond, with a brown brick facade. There is a shed roof capped
by a stamped sheet metal cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding set
above a lower molding. The facade design consists of elements of both the Classical
Revival and modernistic styles. The facade is divided into five bays by brick piers
articulated by horizontal banding, and with terra-cotta Corinthian capitals. The
piérs frame five separate window areas that are designed as a unit encompassing both
the second and third floor areas. (The original appearance of the first floor area
of the facade cannot be known, but it can be assumed that it was similar to that of
the upper floors.) Each window unit is composed of a set of three upper and lower
panels, separated by sheet metal gection with three recessed panels. The central

window panels are fixed; the two side panels now contain later jalousie-type windows. .

The central bay of the facade has the same three-panel window arrangement, but the
windows project to form a bay window which runs the height of the window area. The
metal panels separating the second and third floor window areas are decorated with
large acanthus designs. A simple metal crown molding extends across the entire width
of the five-bay wide window area of the facade and defines it as a complete unit.
Simple metal brackets (two -per bay) support the-crown molding on either side of the
central window of each unit.

The original first floor facade has been replaced by a modern plate glass facade
but a remnant of the original tiled basement area of the facade can still be seen
at the base of the plate glass sections. There is a centrally located pair of glass
and aluminum doors and a deep, flat aluminum sign area which extends across the
entire width of the facade and around the Hamburg St. cormer.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is particularly interesting as being the first department store
built in the South Baltimore area, being constructed by Henry Wessel in 1900. Wessel
and his brother Frederick had formerly occupied the original gable-roofed houses
located at the cormer of Charles and Hamburg Streets, from which they ran a dry goods
store in the 1880's and 1890's. The original houses were razed and this large edifice
built in 1899-1900, at which time the Henry Wessel Co. was founded. The store was
known for its fine quality clothing and was patronized by most local residents. The
building now serves as a supermarket, but apart from the first floor area, the original

fabric remains intact.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B-329%
EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES <

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EIGEOGRAPHICALDATA'~ = ' =~ 7= =c

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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EE1FORM PREPARED BY
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M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & FEccles 5/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN : STATE
Ruxton Margdand 2204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Steve's Super Market/Wessel's Department Store
1000-1010 S. Charles Street

Block 0933 Lot 001

Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3298 1000-1010 S. Charles St.
“M.E.H. 5/79 =
East elevation




